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Give Autonomy to Engineering Colleges to
Improve Research Work, Says Kohli



Chief minister K Chandrasekhar Rao receiving TATA Group chairman Cyrus Mistry at
his camp office as IT minister KT Rama Rao looks on in Hyderabad on Thursday |
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HYDERABAD:India has three times the population of other developed countries, yet it produces
few PhD scholars, said F C Kohli, father of the Indian software industry here Thursday.
He pointed out that the country has over 50 premium engineering colleges and if they are given
autonomy, they would be able to produce about 6,000 PhDs every year as against the present
600.

“There are nearly 800 million Indians who don’t know English and computerisation in English is
far more a complex problem than in China, Middle East and even some African nations,” he said
adding that India has over 22 languages, while China has just two.
Commemorating Kohli’s contribution to the domestic software industry, TCS, which was started
by Kohli himself, on Thursday announced setting up of the FC Kohli Centre on Intelligent
Systems (KCIS) at IIIT-Hyderabad.
Meanwhile, TCS CEO N Chandrasekaran said 21 out of the 200 research scholars that TCS
funded over the past five years were from IIIT-Hyderabad.
Underscoring the quality of talent that IIIT-Hyderabad produces, he said the company, which
aids research scholarship programme as part of its co-innovation programme, hopes to fund more
PhDs from the premier institution.
“We are committed to research and continue to invest significantly on research and development.
For the next five years, we will promote research in futuristic programmes like robotics and
artificial intelligence,” he said after laying the foundation stone for the upcoming FC Kohli
Centre on Intelligent Systems at IIIT-Hyderabad here Thursday.
Speaking on the occasion, IT Minister K T Rama Rao, said Hyderabad has the second largest
number of employees for the Tata group after Jamshedpur.
According to Prof P J Narayanan, IIIT-Hyderabad, the institute has already incubated over 100
ideas and is in the process of nurturing another 50.
He added that the forthcoming T-Hub, being set up by the State Government in association with
industry and academia, will encourage startup culture.
Mistry Meets KCR
Tata Group chairman Cyrus Mistry called on Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao at the latter’s
camp office here Thursday. Official sources said it was just a courtesy call.

TCS 'Thinktank Centre' at IIIT-Hyderabad
24th July 2015 03:08 AM

HYDERABAD: Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) is setting up an R&D centre — FC Kohli
Centre on Intelligent Systems — at IIIT-Hyderabad with an investment of `20 crore.Cyrus
Mistry, Chairman, Tata Sons, N Chandrasekharan, CEO, TCS and K T Rama Rao, Minister for
IT, Government of Telangana laid the foundation stone here on Thursday.
The new centre being set up in about 60,000 sq.ft will be an umbrella organisation at IIITHyderabad and will act as a force multiplier in attracting projects and funding from entities in the
government and industry sectors. It will also coordinate research in related domains across
different centres at the institute as well as with other academic institutions in the country.
“It is good to see two leaders in their fields - TCS and IIIT-Hyderabad taking an initiative in this
area and together create a legacy of Kohli, the father of Indian IT industry,” Mistry said.
Apart from quality research, KCIS will focus on entrepreneurship promotion in the intelligent
systems area, as startup companies are the best means to transform r&d in academic labs.
According to Chandrasekharan, the initiative will promote futuristic research in areas such as
intelligent systems, robotics, machine learning and natural language processing.

